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Jewish Heritage Journey to Poland 
May 4 - 11, 2026
With Optional Prague Extension May 11 - 14

Led by Daniel Ehrlich, Keshet Educational Director
(Itinerary Subject to Change)
We have much to learn about Jewish survival and resilience from the story of the Jews of Poland and the Czech Lands. For over 1,000 years, Jewish life and creativity flourished in these areas – which often served as a safe haven for Jews, despite the ongoing presence of anti-Semitism.  We will visit Warsaw and Krakow and Prague which were once major centers of Jewish life. We will stand in solemn memory at Treblinka, Auschwitz and Terezin. We will learn about the past with its many accomplishments and challenges and meet members of today’s Jewish communities who, against all odds, are taking part in the reawakening of Jewish life in Central and Eastern Europe
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday May 4
● Check in at our hotel in Warsaw from 3:00 PM 
● 6:00 PM – Meet in the hotel lobby for departure to our opening dinner
Overnight: Westin Hotel, Warsaw
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tuesday May 5
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● Breakfast at the hotel 
● Explore Warsaw’s Okopowa Street (Gensha) Jewish Cemetery to learn about “The Jewish Life that Was”. Dating to 1799, it has over 200,000 graves and tells the story of Warsaw’s Jewish Community.
● Walk the Memorial Route of Jewish Martyrdom and Struggle in what had been the 
   Warsaw Ghetto including the UmshlagPlatz, Mila 18, and the Rappaport Memorial.    

   The 340,000 Jews of Warsaw made up about 1/3 of the city's population in 1939.
● Lunch on your own
● Visit the Nozyk Synagogue, the only synagogue in Warsaw to survive WWII 
● Head to the Jewish Historical Institute for a session about The Jewish Community of Poland Today 
● Guided walking tour of Warsaw’s beautifully restored Old Town. 
● Evening and dinner on your own in Warsaw
Overnight: Westin Hotel, Warsaw

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wednesday May 6
● Breakfast at the hotel 
● See remnants of the Warsaw Ghetto walls.

[image: image3.png]


● Tour Warsaw's Polin Museum of the History of Polish Jews. The museum presents an overview of 1,000 years of Jewish life in Poland. The 3.3 million Jews made up about 10% of the pre-World War II population of Poland. 
● Lunch 
● Continue to the site of the Treblinka Death Camp where over 870,000 Jews were murdered by the Germans, including most of the Jews of Warsaw. 
● Evening and dinner on your own in Warsaw
Overnight: Westin Hotel, Warsaw

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thursday May 7
● Breakfast at the hotel 
● Pack bus and depart
● Head to the Ghetto Memorial at Lodz’s Radegast Railway Station from where over 140,000 Jews were deported by the Germans to be murdered at Auschwitz and elsewhere
● Packed Lunch
● Continue to Krakow – check in at our hotel
● Walking tour at Krakow’s beautifully restored Old Town Square followed by dinner on your own.

Overnight: Radisson Blu Hotel, Krakow

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Friday May 8

● Breakfast at the hotel 
● Explore what had been the Krakow Ghetto during the German occupation of Krakow, including a section of the Ghetto Wall and Zgody Square from where most of Krakow's Jews were sent to be murdered. See the Schindler Factory Gates.
● At the Kazimierz Old Jewish Quarter, we will learn about the Jewish community in Krakow over the centuries and visit the Ramah Synagogue and Cemetery and the Tempel Synagogue. Prior to the Shoah, there were about 60,000 Jews in Krakow who made up 25% of the city’s population. 
● Lunch and shopping time on your own 

● Guided tour of the exhibition: Krakow Under Nazi Occupation 1939-1945 housed in the former Oskar Schindler
Enamel Factory (now part of the Krakow Museum): 
● Shabbat Candle lighting 7:51 PM
● Option for Kabbalat Shabbat Services at the historic Remuh Synagogue (Orthodox). 
● Walk to the Krakow Jewish Community Center for Shabbat Dinner and to learn about Jewish life in Krakow today
Overnight: Radisson Blu Hotel, Krakow
Shabbat May 9
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● Breakfast at the hotel 
● Morning: On your own. Attend Shabbat Synagogue services or explore the city 

● Lunch on your own (Option to preorder and prepay for a Kosher Shabbat lunch)
● Afternoon: Guided walking tour at Krakow Old Town Square and the Wawel Royal Castle, once the residence of the Kings of Poland and today the symbol of Polish statehood and one of the Poland’s premier art museums.
● Evening and dinner on your own (Havdalah 8:53 PM)
Overnight: Radisson Blu Hotel, Krakow

Sunday May 10
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● Breakfast at the hotel 

● Pack bus and depart to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Polish State Museum 
● Start at the site of the Auschwitz I Concentration Camp. Visit the barracks, museum   

   exhibits and gas chamber.

● Lunch
● Continue to the site of the Auschwitz II Birkenau Death Camp where over 1,000,000   

   Jews were murdered.
● Return to Krakow for our farewell dinner and summary session
Overnight: Radisson Blu Hotel, Krakow
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Monday May 11 
● Breakfast at the hotel; checkout by 11 AM 
*************************************************************************************************

For those continuing to Prague

● 8:15 AM - Pack bus and depart to the Czech Republic

● Stop in Brno and visit the only synagogue to have survived WWII. Meet members of the local Jewish community and learn about this Jewish community 
● Packed lunch enroute
● Continue to Prague; check-in at our hotel
● Evening walking tour to the medieval Old Town Square and Astronomical Clock

● Dinner on your own
Overnight: Hilton Old Town, Prague
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: image6.png]


Tuesday May 12 
● Breakfast at the hotel 
● From Ghetto to Emancipation. Explore Josefov, the Old Jewish Quarter of Prague including Europe’s oldest active synagogue - Alt Neu Shul - seat of the famed 16th century Maharal (Rabbi Judah Lowy) and the legends of the Golem. 
● Visit the Synagogues and Old Jewish Cemetery which make up the Prague Jewish Museum 
● Lunch and shopping time on your own

● Tour the Prague Castle including St Vitus Cathedral. The castle complex is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, founded around 880 CE and is considered to be the largest coherent castle complex in the world.
● Evening and dinner on your own
Overnight: Hilton Old Town, Prague

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wednesday May 13
● Breakfast at the hotel 
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● Stand in solemn memory at Terezin, site of the Nazi “showcase” Ghetto to which the Jews of Prague were sent before being murdered at Auschwitz and elsewhere.
● Packed Lunch
● Return to Prague for a guided walking tour at the Charles Bridge. The Charles Bridge is lined with 30 statues dating mostly from 1706 – 1714. Of special interest is the crucifixion sculpture with the Hebrew inscription ... קדוש,קדוש, קדוש (Holy, holy, holy…) 
● Panoramic Cruise on the Vlatlava River 

● Session with a member of the Prague Jewish Community: The Jewish Community of Prague Today 

● Dinner
Overnight: Hilton Old Town, Prague
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thursday May 14

● Breakfast at the hotel 

● Check out of hotel by 11 AM

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Listed activities and speakers are subject to availability and confirmation.
The trip will be staffed by a Keshet Tour Educator and local tour guides.
All underlined meals are included in the package price.
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Keshet Educational Journeys
Jerusalem, Israel

keshet@keshetisrael.co.il | www.keshetisrael.co.il
