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Israel Exploration
Led by Rabbi Greg Harris
March 15-23, 2027
drafted September 10
	Monday, March 15:
	BRUCHIM HABAIM – WELCOME!


· Arrival in Israel; Rendezvous at the hotel in the late afternoon 
· Say the shehechyanu blessing and drink a l'chaim at an opening ceremony overlooking the Tel Aviv coastline 
· Meet with a political analyst for an update on the main issues Israel faces today
· Welcome dinner at a local restaurant
Overnight: Renaissance Hotel, Tel Aviv

	Tuesday, March 16:
	STARTUP NATION


· Jaffa Stories and Coffee: in the home of Doris Hiffawi, hear about her life as a minority (Christian Arab) in Jaffa and - over coffee brewed by her family and Arabic sweets - find out how female entrepreneurs like Doris are bringing change to this socioeconomically deprived neighborhood
· Meet with Dr. Rachel Korazim in her Jaffa house to review the development of Israel through modern Israeli poetry
· See the lovely crafts and enjoy the street performers at the renowned Nahalat Binyamin Arts and Crafts Fair and taste the street food at the adjacent Carmel Market
· Site visit to Save A Child's Heart whose mission is to improve the quality of pediatric cardiac care for children from developing countries suffering from heart disease and who cannot get adequate medical care in their home countries
· Get a glimpse into Hebrew Culture on a graffiti tour of Southern Tel Aviv
· Enjoy the sunset over the Mediterranean Sea and a free evening to check out Tel Aviv's night life
Overnight: Renaissance Hotel, Tel Aviv

	Wednesday, March 17:
	PIONEERING


· Volunteer at the Leket Distribution Center, which saves food from fields and events and sends it to those in need (or perhaps the Leket Farm, which is right next to our next destination)
· Travel to Zichron Yaakov
· Visit the home of Agere, an Ethiopian immigrant; over a traditional injera lunch, hear the incredible story of her journey “home” to Israel
· Take a walking tour of Zichron Yaakov – one of the first towns in modern Israel – and learn about the original pioneers of the First Aliya
· Travel to Jerusalem and check into your hotel
Overnight: Herbert Samuel Hotel, Jerusalem

	Thursday, March 18:
	THIS YEAR IN JERUSALEM!


· Take a tour of the Temple Mount and explore the complexities of one of the holiest sites for both the Jews and Muslims
· Say a prayer at the Western Wall
· Review the history of Jerusalem at the newly-open interactive Tower of David Museum
· Meet with a fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute for a more spiritual look into what Israel has been going through over the last three-plus years
· “I’m all shuk up”: take a culinary tour of the vibrant Machane Yehuda Market for sensory overload; then participate in a cooking workshop and have a community dinner over the results!
Overnight: Herbert Samuel Hotel, Jerusalem

	Friday, March 19:
	THE NEIGHBORHOOD


· “My Enemy, My Friend” – meet with Keshet founder Yitzhak Sokoloff and his friend, Palestinian Issam Saad, a former Gazan who has been on the Hamas’s Most Wanted list after starting an Israeli-Palestinian dialogue camp for Israeli and Palestinian youth
· At the Mt. Herzl National Military Cemetery, visit the graves of the leaders of the State of Israel and the soldiers who fell defending it, with a special focus on the graves of the last three years
· In the evening, go to the Ezrat Yisrael (Egalitarian Section) of the Western Wall to bring Shabbat in as a community; then join the thousands of Israelis and Jews from around the world as they bring in Shabbat
· Shabbat dinner in the hotel
Overnight: Herbert Samuel Hotel, Jerusalem

	Saturday, March 20:
	SHABBAT SHALOM


· Free morning; you may want to:
· Visit a local synagogue
· See the Dead Sea Scrolls and other gems at the Israel Museum
· Recall the history of Jerusalem at the interactive Tower of David Museum
· Study session with Rabbi Harris or possible encounter at the Fuchsberg Center
· Shabbat lunch in the hotel
· In the afternoon, walk around the Christian Quarter of the Old City, including a visit to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher
· Musical Group Havdallah followed by a night out on town
Overnight: Herbert Samuel Hotel, Jerusalem

	Sunday, March 21:
	OCTOBER RAIN


· Travel south to the Gaza Envelope 
· In the border city of Sderot, view into the northern Gaza Strip for a glance at what happened on October 7th and the ensuing war; then visit the Police Station Memorial
· Meet and speak with soldiers at the Shuva Brothers soldier pampering station, providing fresh-cooked meals round the clock for troops entering or exiting the Gaza Strip 
· Pay your respects at the Reim Supernova Festival site
· Meet with a farmer who survived the October 7th onslaught, hear his stories, and pick and taste fresh vegetables for your enjoyment at the Salad Trail
· Continue to Mitzpe Ramon and check into your hotel, followed by dinner there
Overnight: Daroma Hotel, Mitzpe Ramon

	Monday, March 22:
	THE CRATER AND THE CREATOR


· Optional sunrise hike along the Ramon Crater and over to Camel Mountain; discuss why the Torah was given in the desert 
· Return for breakfast in the hotel (today is a fast day – the Fast of Esther – for those observing)
· Take Jeeps off road to see the hard-to-reach phenomena of the Ramon Crater
· At the Mitzpe Ramon Visitors Center, learn about the formation of the geological craters and about Israel’s first astronaut, who took his name from this crater
· Taste the wines of the Nana Winery, made from grapes grown in the desert
· Dinner in the hotel
· Purim Megillah reading
· Take advantage of the low light pollution and see the plethora of stars and planets from Israel’s strongest portable telescopes
Overnight: Daroma Hotel, Mitzpe Ramon

	Tuesday, March 23:
	HAPPY PURIM!


· Morning Megillah Reading
· Nature walk out to the fresh water spring in the desert at Ein Avdat
· Visit the grave of Israel’s first prime minister – David Ben Gurion – and discuss his vision of making the desert bloom
· Join the Culinary Queens of Yeruham – a development town whose socio-economic situation has vastly improved by a local ‘garin’ of new residents; enjoy the Queens’ hospitality over lunch and hear how their families came to this area in the 1950s and 60s
· In Midreshet Ben Gurion, celebrate with the students of the High School for Environmental Education for their traditional, renowned Purim Ad-Lo-Yada parade 
· Continue north
· Final discussion
· Farewell dinner 
· Continue to the airport for your flight home
· Start planning your next trip to Israel!

· Listed activities and speakers are subject to confirmation
· Program will be staffed by a Keshet Israel Tour Educator 
· All breakfasts plus underlined meals are included in the package price
· This itinerary is proprietary to Keshet and is intended for the promotion of and to inform those considering joining this Keshet trip. It is not to be transmitted to any other party without prior authorization from Keshet
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