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	Wednesday, March 22:
	ISRAEL, HERE WE COME!


· Depart for Israel – flights TBD

	Thursday, March 23:
	BRUCHIM HABAIM – WELCOME!


· Arrival in Israel
· Meet and greet service; then meet the guides, pack up the bus and head for Jerusalem
· Say the shehechyanu blessing and drink a l'chaim at an opening ceremony overlooking the Old City
· Check into your hotel and freshen up
· Welcome dinner at a local restaurant
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem

	Friday, March 24:
	THIS YEAR IN JERUSALEM!


· At the Haas Promenade overlooking the Old City, begin the exploration of the Jewish love affair with Jerusalem through the story of the Binding of Isaac, associated with this spot
· Enter the City of David, site of biblical Jerusalem; see the probable foundations of King David's palace; Bible in hand, understand how Jerusalem became the venue for the development of classic Jewish values and our national identity; with your flashlights and water shoes, exit via the water tunnel dug by King Hezekiah 2,700 years ago in order to save the city from the Assyrians (or take the dry tunnel); mobility-challenged will tour the Southern Wall Excavations
· Say a prayer at the Western Wall
· Return to the hotel and prepare for Shabbat
· In the evening, participate in a group Kabbalat Shabbat at the Ezrat Yisrael pluralistic section of the Western Wall; then join the thousands of Israelis and Jews from around the world as they bring in Shabbat at the Western Wall
OR
Join the Congregation Kol Haneshama Reform Community for Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat
· Shabbat dinner in the hotel
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem

	Saturday, March 25:
	SHABBAT SHALOM


· If going to the Kotel on Friday night: Join the Congregation Kol Haneshama Reform Community for Shabbat morning services
OR
Join the HUC Community  for Shabbat morning services
· Tour of the Hebrew Union College campus in Jerusalem
· Meet with Isaam, a former Gaza resident who fled Hamas because of his co-existence work
· Shabbat lunch in the hotel
· In the afternoon, take a walking tour of the Christian Quarter of the Old City, including the Via Dolorosa and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
· Group Havdallah 
· Review the history of Jerusalem as it is projected on the walls of this ancient citadel at the Tower of David Nighttime Spectacular
· Free night on town to explore Jerusalem’s night life
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem

	Sunday, March 26:
	WHAT PRICE FREEDOM?


· Take the cable car up to Masada, the fortress built by King Herod and used by Jewish zealots defending themselves from the Roman army; hear one of the most dramatic stories in Jewish history
· Hike the Waterfall Trail in the desert oasis of Ein Gedi and hear the Biblical stories of King Saul and David which took place here 
· Float in the Dead Sea 
· Meet with a political analyst for an update on what is happening in Israel today; Jerusalem scavenger hunt for the youth
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem

	Monday, March 27:
	MAZAL TOV!


· Bnai Mitzvah and life-confirmation services at the Ezrat Yisrael pluralistic section of the Kotel
· See just how amazing the Second Temple must have been at the Western Wall Tunnels
· Tour Yad L’Kashish and see how some of Jerusalem’s elderly are brought in to be contributing members of society; then participate in everyone’s favorite mitzva – shopping!! – in their gift shop
· I’m all shuk up: take a culinary tour of the vibrant Machane Yehuda Shuk; then participate in a cooking workshop and dine on the results!
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem

	Tuesday, March 28:
	NORTHERN EXPOSURE


· Check out of the hotel, depart from Jerusalem and head north
· Tour of the ancient port city Caesarea which served as the seat of Roman power
· Meet with Agere, an Ethiopian immigrant; enjoy her injera lunch and hear the incredible story of her years-long journey “home” to Israel
· Flock to the Hula Valley; ride the Hidden Wagon to see the migrating birds checking into their nighttime accommodations 
· Continue to the hotel and check in, followed by dinner there
Overnight: Kibbutz Hagoshrim Hotel

	Wednesday, March 29:
	GOLAN 360O


· Hike along the Tel Dan Stream – one of the three main tributaries into the Kinneret.  Adults will see the Biblical archaeology while children will visit the 100 Acre Wood; much of this is wheelchair accessible 
· Ascend Mt. Bental for a view into Syria; hear the heroic stories from the Yom Kippur War; get an update on what has been happening in Syria since the regime was overthrown at the end of 2024
· Wine Lovers: Tour of the Pelter Winery and wine tasting
Chocolate Lovers: Participate in a chocolate-making workshop at the adjacent DeKarina Boutique Chocolatier 
· Meet soldiers and pay homage to their service defending Israel and the Jewish People
· Return to the hotel, followed by dinner there
Overnight: Kibbutz Hagoshrim Hotel

	Thursday, March 30:
	MYSTICS AND MOUNTAINS


· Ascend up to Tzfat; explore the alleyways and synagogues of mystics and trace the development of Kabbalah in the 16th Century.  
· Lunch on your own
· Meet with a Kabbalistic Artist in his studio and see how he synthesizes Jewish mysticism into his art
· In the Druze Village of Daliyat HaCarmel, meet members of the Druze community – an integral minority in the Israel mosaic – and enjoy their renowned hospitality over and early dinner
OR
Meet with a community on the Lebanon border; tour their village and hear about the trials and tribulations they have gone through over the last four years
· Travel to Tel Aviv and check into your hotel
Overnight: Renaissance Hotel, Tel Aviv

	Friday, March 31:
	IN THE BEGINNING…


· Participate in an actual archaeological dig at the Beit Guvrin National Park; mobility-challenged will tour the Bell Caves that make this site a UNESCO World Heritage Site
· Peruse the crafts and enjoy the street performers at the renowned Nahalat Binyamin Arts and Crafts Fair and grab lunch at the adjacent Carmel Market
· Return to the hotel and freshen up
· In the evening, participate in Kabbalat Shabbat with Beit Tefilla Yisraeli, which combines the traditional service with modern music and Israeli poetry 
· Shabbat dinner in the hotel
Overnight: Renaissance Hotel, Tel Aviv

	Saturday, April 1:
	SHABBAT SHALOM


· Free morning to attend a Shabbat service and/or to explore Tel Aviv
· In the Reuven Rubin Museum, join a docent for a look at the Second Aliyah through the artist’s rose-colored glass; parallel activity for youth
· Walk through the White City for a look at the Bauhaus Architecture that makes this a UNESCO World Heritage Site
· Return to the hotel
· Community Havdallah
· Concluding discussion 
· Farewell dinner in a local restaurant
· Transfer to the airport for your flight home
· Start planning your next trip to Israel


As an alternative to going up north and in order to comply with your request to see October 7th sites, we may recommend doing the following on March 29 and 30 (we would also take out the Hula Valley):

	Thursday, March 29:
	OCTOBER RAIN


· View into northern Gaza from Sderot for an introduction to what happened on October 7th; then visit the Sderot Police Station Memorial
· Pay your respects at the Nova Festival Memorial
· If it is still around, visit the Shuva Brothers Soldier-Pampering Station and meet soldiers defending Israel
· Meet with a farmer who fulfilled his dream of making the desert bloom; hear his October 7th stories, then pick and taste fresh vegetables for your enjoyment at the Salad Trail
· Return to Jerusalem OR continue to Tel Aviv and check into your hotel
Overnight: Cassia Hotel, Jerusalem or Renaissance Hotel, Tel Aviv

	Thursday, March 30:
	STARTUP NATION


· Site visit to Save a Child's Heart whose mission is to improve the quality of pediatric cardiac care for children from developing countries suffering from heart disease and who cannot get adequate medical care in their home countries; hear their story and play with the children recovering from or waiting for heart surgery 
· Enter the subterranean munitions factory where Jews produced bullets literally under the noses of the ruling British leading up to the War of Independence at the Ayalon Institute
· See what makes Israel considered the Startup Nation at the interactive Peres Center for Peace and Innovation
· Free evening in Tel Aviv
Overnight: Renaissance Hotel, Tel Aviv

· Listed activities and speakers are subject to confirmation
· Program will be staffed by a Keshet Israel Tour Educator and a Keshet Youth Counselor
· There will be parallel educational programming for adults and youth throughout the trip to allow for age-appropriate learning
· All breakfasts plus underlined meals are included in the package price
· This itinerary is proprietary to Keshet and is intended for the promotion of and to inform those considering joining this Keshet trip. It is not to be transmitted to any other party without prior authorization from Keshet
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